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By ROBERT E. TAYLOR * 

Bulletin Washington Bureau 

Washington — House Minority 
Leader John J. Rhodes (R-Ariz), 
charging that House Assassination 
Committee counsel Richard A. 
Sprague was "out of control,’* said 
last night he would oppose reconstitut- 
ing the assassination committee.- 

Rhodes* remarks to a group of re- 
porters were the latest in a growing 
chorus from members of Congress at- 
tacking Sprague and his plans for in- 
vestigating the assassinations of Pres- 
ident John F.^Kennedy and civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther King /r. 

A resolution reconstituting the com- 
mittee is' expected to reach the House 
floor this week. The House authorized 
the investigations during the.94th ses- 
sion of -Congress last year. However, 
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on the opening day ' of the 95ttrCon- 
gress Rep. Rotert&Baumai> (R-Mfl) 
blocked the automatic xe-creaSoa of 
the committee because he objected Jo 
the budget and methods - of^ ln- 
i vestigation. ' „ * 

Despite growing opposition to} re- 
constituting the panel, "I doubt that jt 
can be defeated,” Rhodes said. s ; ' 
On that assumption, Rhodes is prob? 
ably correct. Rep. Jim Wright (D- 
Texas), ‘House majority leader^jsaid 
yesterday that the committee ; would J 
; be continued but that its budget would 
be " considerably curbed below th^ 

‘ grandiose figures" that have : been 
bandied about/’ ZX' *? 

} Rhodes,* . bitter criticism * spelled 
more trouble for Sprague's efforts to 
5 get House approval for $6.5 million an- 
nually -for his planned 17p-membpt 
staff. Asked how ;rnuch money} he 
thought would be appropriate, Rh^es 
said, -"something jn.uch}less than $S 




million.* 1 

r Wright also said that Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex), who is m line to be- 
come the conimittee’s chairman, 
would have ter get the "reins in his 
hands," curb what he called the "vo- 
racious appetite” of some of the staff 
and guarantee that the committee’s 
investigating tactics .and techniques 
would not "impinge on basic human 
rights." t-f- 

If reconstituted this week, the com? 
mittee.will make a separate request 
for full-time funding. 

Because of opposition to the high 
_ cost of the probe, the panel so far has 
only been receiving zjundi-ng on -a 
• month-to-month basis. . 

Rhodes said his main complaint 


with the committee was that its pro- 
. posed authorization was "too broad:** 
Despite the fact that the authorization 
is similar to that passed last year by 
the 94th Congress, before Sprague ar- 
rived, Rhodes attacked Sprague for- 
the breadth of the proposed inquiry. 

Rhodes said the committee author-* ~ 
ization "is^ drafted practically to in- : 
vestigate the assassination of Abel by " 
Cain." * 

In addition, he said Sprague’s * 
speeches before the new Congress for - 
the requested funding, “have been far * 
from helpful.** 

Specifically, Rhodes ' complained 
that Sprague has announced plans to 
probe "deeply into the methods of the 
FBI and CIA." * |( J 

Sprague’s plans to review the assas- 
sination , investigations of these 
agencies grew out of suspicions that 
the CIA and FBI might have sup-’ 
pressed, evidence concerning the as- : 
sassinations. These suspicions were 
fed by evidence unearthed last year 
t>Y the Senate CIA committee.^Such an 
investigation is clearly called for 1 
under the language of t the author- ' 
ization for the House committee 
passted last Sept. 17, before Sprague 
was hired. / ' < "* , n ; 

Rhodes claimed Sprague planned to 
"reinvestigate what the Senate com-’, 
mittee did," and that “he*s indicated * 
that he intends to go into virtually,; 
everything known to man." % " 



